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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: TENTH ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING, SINGAPORE - JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 

AT THE FINAL SESSION OF THE TENTH ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING. 

2. "THE TENTH ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING WAS HELD IN SINGAPORE 
ON 5-8 JULY 1977. THE MEETING WAS FORMALLY OPENED BY THE 
PRIME MINISTER OF SINGAPORE, H.E. LEE KUAN YEW. 

3. "THE MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY H.E. DR. HAJI ADAM MALIK, 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 02985 01 OF 02 090408Z 

MINISTER EOR FOREIGN AEFAIRS OF INDONESIA; Y.B. M. TENGKU 
AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN, MINISTER OE FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF MALAYSIA; 

H.E. DR. CARLOS P. ROMULO, SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE 
PHILIPPINES; H.E. MR. S. RAJARATNAM, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF SINGAPORE; AND H.E. DR. UPADIT PACHARIYANGKUN, MINISTER 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THAILAND; AND THEIR RESPECTIVE DELEGATIONS. 
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4. "H.E. HARTONO REKSO DHARSONO, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 
ASEAN SECRETARIAT WAS IN ATTENDANCE. 

5. "IN HIS OPENING ADDRESS, H.E. PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN 

YEW OBSERVED THAT THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE ASEAN ECONOMIC MINIS- 
TERS IN SINGAPORE HAD REACHED SOME DEGREE OF UNDERSTANDING ON 
A NUMBER OF ISSUES. HE STATED THAT THEIR DECISIONS HAD A CLAIM 
TO A PLACE ON THE AGENDA AT THE FORTHCOMING ASEAN HEADS 
OF GOVERNMENT METING IN KUALA LUMPUR. HE NOTED THAT AS THE WORLD 
WAS IN A STATE OF TRANSITION, THE FUTURE OF ASEAN WOULD DEPEND 
MORE ON WHAT IT COULD DO THAN ON WHAT OTHERS WOULD OR COULD DO 
FOR THE ASEAN COUNTRIES. ASEAN WOULD HAVE TO TAKE THE INITIATIVE 
THROUGH COOPERATION AMONG THEMSELVES ESPECIALLY IN THE ECONOMIC 
AND POLITICAL FIELDS. ASEAN AS A GROUP MUST ESTABLISH CLOSER, 
CONSTRUCTIVE AND COMPLEMENTARY RELATIONSHIPS WITH JAPAN, AUSTRALIA 
AND NEW ZEALAND AS CLOSER ECONOMIC TIES WOULD INCREASE THE CHANCES 
FOR A STABLE AND THRIVING SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

6. "PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW FELT THAT THE CHANGED 
POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA REQUIRED ASEAN 

COUNTRIES TO BUILDTHEIR RELATIONS WITH VIETNAM, LAOS AND KAMPUCHEA 
ON A CONSTRUCTIVE AND PRODUCTIVE BASIS WITH ASSURANCE 
THAT THERE WOULD BE NON-INTERFERENCE IN EACH OTHER'S IN- 
TERNAL AFFAIRS. 

7. "PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW STRESSED THAT A STRONG, 
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VIGOROUS AND THRIVING ASEAN WOULD BECOME A DESIRABLE ECONOMIC 
AND TRADING PARTNER. IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT THE ASEAN COUNTRIES 
BE REGARDED AS DESIRABLE ASSETS TO BE MORE CLOSELY ASSO- 
CIATED WITH AND NOT EMBARRASSING LIABILITIES TO BE 
SHIED AWAY FROM. THE PRIME MINISTER NOTED THAT THE STATEMENT 
BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES ON 29 JUNE 1977 
HAD STRESSED THE ECONOMICS OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE U.S. 

AND EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC. IN DOING SO, THE U.S. SECRETARY 
OF STATE HAD EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT U.S.-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS WOULD 
PROVIDE THE BASIS FOR STRONGER AMERICAN SUPPORT OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
REGIONAL EFFORTS. 

8. "THE PRIME MINISTER THEN WENT ON TO NOTE THAT ADVERSE ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS IN THE INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES WOULD PUT THE COUNTRIES 
OF EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC THROUGH A DIFFICULT PERIOD. IN- 
DUSTRIAL COUNTRIES HAD TALKED OF THE IMPORTANCE OF LIBERAL TRADE 
WHILE QUIETLY INTRODUCING PROTECTIONISTIC MEASURE. 

9. "PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW ASKED WHETHER ASEAN THROUGH ITS 
COOPERATION WOULD BE ABLE TO ADOPT NEW STRATEGIES TO MAKE IT WORTH- 
WHILE FOR INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES TO INVEST IN ASEAN COUNTRIES AND SPEED 
UP THEIR INDUSTRIALIZATION. HE NOTED THAT THE INDUSTRIAL 
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COUNTRIES WOULD WANT TO BROADEN THEIR ECONOMIC LINKS WITH ASEAN 
COUNTRIES IE STEPS BENEEICIAL TO BOTH SIDES WERE TAKEN BY ASEAN. 

10. "THE FOREIGN MINISTERS DISCUSSED THE PREPARATIONS AND PRO- 
POSED AGENDA EOR THE EORTHCOMING MEETING OE ASEAN HEADS AND THE 
MEETINGS BETWEEN HEADS OE GOVERNMENT OE ASEAN AND AUSTRALIA, 

JAPAN AND NEW ZEALAND. THEY EXPRESSED THE CONEIDENCE THAT THESE 
EORTHCOMING MEETINGS OF HEADS OE GOVERNMENT WOULD PROVIDE THE 
IMPETUS TOWARDS GREATER REGIONAL COOPERATION AND CONSOLIDATION 
AND EXPANSION OP RELATIONS BETWEEN ASEAN AND THE THREE COUNTRIES. 

1 1 . "THE MEETING, IN APPROVING THE ANNUAL REPORT OP THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE, OBSERVED WITH SATISPACTION THAT THERE HAD BEEN AN 
ENCOURAGING INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED AND NOTED 
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THAT THIS WOULD LEAD TO OTHER CONCRETE REGIONAL ENDEAVORS. 

12. "IN REVIEWING THE DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THE AC- 
TIVITIES OP ASEAN SINCE ITS FOUNDING ON 8 AUGUST 1967, THE MEETING 
NOTED WITH SATISPACTION THAT THE INCREASING COLLECTIVE EFPORTS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ASEAN COUNTRIES HAD ENABLED ASEAN 
TO DEVELOP INTO A COHESIVE AND DYNAMIC REGIONAL ORGANIZATION. 

13. "THE MEETING REAFPIRMED THE COMMITMENT OF ASEAN COUNTRIES 
TO THE PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE BANGKOK DECLARATION AND 
OP THE ASEAN CONCORD. THESE HISTORIC DOCUMENTS WOULD CONTINUE 
TO PROVIDE THE BASIS AND OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE PURTHER 
INTENSIFICATION OF ASEAN COOPERATION AND ITS EXPANDING ROLE IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. 

14. "THE MEETING AGREED ON ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES WHICH WOULD 
STRENGTHEN ITS MACHINERY TO ENABLE IT TO HANDLE MORE EPPECTIVELY 
AND EPPICIENTLY THE EXPANDING ACTIVITIES OF ASEAN, IN KEEPING 
WITH ITS DECISION TO MAINTAIN THE STATUS OF THE BANGKOK DECLARA- 
TION AS THE BASIC AGREEMENT EMBODYING THE PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES 
OP ASEAN. 

15. "THE MEETING COMMENDED THE SIGNIPICANT PROGRESS OF THE REPORTS 
OP THE ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS TO EXPAND COOPXERATION IN TRADE, 
INDUSTRY, POOD, AGRICULTURE, PORESTRY, PINANCE, BANKING, 
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS, PARTICULARLY IN THE EXCHANGE 

OP TRADE CONCESSIONS ON 71 PRODUCTS UNDER THE AGREEMENT ON ASEAN 
PREPERENTIAL TRADING ARRANGEMENTS, AND STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OP 
EXPANDING THE SCOPE AND INCREASING THE PACE OP REGIONAL COOPERATION 
IN THESE AREAS. 

16. "THE MEETING AGREED ON MEASURES TO CONSOLIDATE AND EX- 
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PAND ASEAN'S FORMAL COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH AUSTRALIA, 
CANADA, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY, JAPAN, NEW ZEALAND AND 
THE UNITED STATES. 

17. 'THE MEETING ALSO AGREED THAT ASEAN SHOULD ESTABLISH JOINT 
CONSULTATIVE GROUPS WITH THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND OTHER DE- 
VEOPED COUNTRIES FOR CONSULTATIONS ON MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST. 
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18. "THE MEETING URGED THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES TO ADOPT POLICIES 
WHICH WOULD INCREASE THE FLOW OF INVESTMENTS INTO 

ASEAN COUNTRIES, STABILIZE THEIR EXPORT EARNINGS AND THE PRICES 
OF ASEAN COMMODITIES AT RENUMERATIVE LEVELS, AND PROVIDE IMPROVED 
ACCESS FOR ASEAN EXPORTS INTO THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. 

19. "THE MEETING ALSO REAFEIRMED ASEAN'S COMMITMENT TO THE KUALA 
LUMPUR DECLARATION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OE THE ZONE OF PEACE, 
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FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. THE MEETING ADOPTED 
THE REPORT OF THE SENIOR OEFICIALS COMMITTEE 
ON THE ZONE OE PEACE, EREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY. IT WAS AGREED 
THAT ASEAN COUNTRIES WOULD CONTINUE THEIR DELIBERATIONS 
ON THE VARIOUS INITIAL STEPS ALREADY PROPOSED AND TO CONSIDER 
EURTHER INITIATIVES WHICH WOULD CREATE CONDITIONS CONDUCIVE 
EOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OE THE ZONE OE PEACE, EREEDOM AND NEU- 
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TRALITY PREE FROM ANY FORM OR MANNER OP INTERFERENCE BY OUTSIDE 
POWERS. 

20. "THE FOREIGN MINISTERS REVIEWED THE SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA AND REITERATED THE DESIRE OF ASEAN COUNTRIES TO PROMOTE 
PEACEFUL AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONS WITH ALL COUNTRIES, 
INCLUDING KAMPUCHEA, LAOS AND VIETNAM, ON THE BASIS OP MUTUAL RES- 
PECT EOR EACH OTHER'S SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, AND 
OP NON-INTERPERENCE IN EACH OTHER'S INTERNAL APPAIRS. 

21. "THE FOREIGN MINISTERS NOTED WITH INTEREST THE STATE- 
MENT OP THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICAN 
ON 29 JUNE 1977, IN PARTICULAR THE REPERENCES TO THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN ASEAN AND THE UNITED STATES. 

22. "THE MEETING REVIEWED DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

AND EXPRESSED ITS SUPPORT EOR A JUST AND PEACEPUL SOLUTION THAT 
WOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OP 
ALL STATES CONCERNED, INCLUDING THE WITHDRAWAL FROM ILLEGALLY 
OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, AS WELL AS THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF 
THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS 
OP THE UNITED NATIONS. IN THIS CONNECTION, IT WELCOMED THE NEW 
INITIATIVES TOWARDS AN EARLY SOLUTION OF THE CONPLICT. 

23. "THE FOREIGN MINISTERS EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN OVER THE CON- 
TINUED INTRANSIGENCE OP RACIST MINORITY REGIMES IN SOUTHERN APRICA 
WHICH CONSTITUTED A THREAT TO INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY. 

THE REITERATED THEIR FULL SUPPORT FOR THE PRINCIPLES OF SELF 
DETERMINATION AND FOR THE STRUGGLE EOR MAJORITY RULE IN SOUTHERN 
APRICA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSES OP 

THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER AND THE RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS OP THE 
UNITED NATIONS. 
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24. "THE ELEVENTH ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING WILL BE HELD IN 
THAILAND IN 1978. 
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25. "THE DELEGATIONS OF INDONESIA, MALAYSIA, AND THE PHILIPPINES 
AND THAILAND EXPRESSED THEIR APPRECIATION TO THE PEOPLE AND 
GOVERNMENT OF SINGAPORE EOR THE WARM AND GENEROUS HOSPITALITY 
ACCORDED TO THEM AND FOR THE EXCELLENT ARRANGEMENTS MADE EOR THE 
MEETING. 

26. "THE MEETING WAS HELD IN THE TRADITIONAL SPIRIT OF ASEAN ERIEND- 
SHIP AND SOLIDARITY." 

HOLDRIDGE 
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